ture (a pin-hole in a card), it will be found the eye still exerts its adjusting power, notwithstanding the unvarying size of the artificial pupil we are using. Finding, then, the pupillary movements were inadequate to account for the adjusting power of the eye, physiologists have had recourse to other theories, of which the two urincipal are the shortening and elongation of the eye by the compressing power of its muscles, and alterations in the curvature and Dosition of the lens by the ciliary muscle. This latter has become, so to say, the theory of the day; indeed, the continental oculists appear hardly to admit any other adjusting power in the eye.
Two principal objections have been urged against this theory?first, that were it unconditionally true, then the distinctness of objects should vary in proportion to their amount of illumination, which is not the fact; and secondly, that in viewing two objects (two needles, e. g.) through a minute constant aperture (a pin-hole in a card), it will be found the eye still exerts its adjusting power, notwithstanding the unvarying size of the artificial pupil we are using. Finding, then, the pupillary movements were inadequate to account for the adjusting power of the eye, physiologists have had recourse to other theories, of which the two urincipal are the shortening and elongation of the eye by the compressing power of its muscles, and alterations in the curvature and Dosition of the lens by the ciliary muscle. This latter has become, so to say, the theory of the day; indeed, the continental oculists appear hardly to admit any other adjusting power in the eye.
I shall now endeavour briefly to prove that the varying dimensions of the pupil exert a much greater influence in accommodation to different distances, than is generally admitted. It will make the subject more intelligible to assume, in the first instance, that every eye has two extreme limits, within and beyond which perfect accommodation is no longer attainable. The near limit is about four to six inches; the distant limit extends to the most remote point generally visible by ordinary eyes. 
